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1. Overview of IORA
IORA is an inter-governmental organisation, established in 1997, which seeks to 

build and expand understanding and mutually beneficial co-operation through a

consensus-based, evolutionary and non-intrusive approach

https://www.iora.int/en

Priority Areas and Cross-

cutting areas: 

❖ Maritime Safety and 

Security

❖ Trade and Investment 

Facilitation

❖ Tourism and Cultural 

Exchanges

❖ Academic 

Cooperation, Science 

and Technology

❖ Fisheries 

Management 

(including 

Aquaculture)

❖ Blue Economy

❖ Women’s Economic 

Empowerment



1. Overview of IORA
Structure of IORA (cont.)



1. Overview of IORA
Structure of IORA (cont.)



2. Feedback on activities of the SA IORAG Secretariat
South African Chairship of IORA 2017-2019 – Establishing the SA IORAG 

Chairship again 2022-2023 – completed the IORAG reform and growing the IORAG community

https://iora-sa.saeon.ac.za/



3. What is the role of SA IORAG

1. Establish the SA IORAG as a national science-policy engagement 

platform

1. 1. Strengthening the relationship of the SA IORAG with other 

National Departments participating in IORA Functional Bodies

1.2. Development of the SA IORAG research agenda (4-5 themes to 

focus on in the short-medium term)

1.3. Supporting early career academics and participation in the SA 

IORAG

1.4. Establishing synergies with relevant Research Chairs,  

Communities of Practice, Centres of Excellence to support SA 

participation and contributions within IORA

1.5 Supporting other national priorities and programmes

2. How can the SA IORAG Secretariat assist with IORA activities having 

greater impact nationally?

3. How can SA IORAG support your work, finding additional collaborators 

through IORAG networks, enhancing the policy uptake, applying for 

IORA special funds, etc.



THANK YOU!


